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† Invocation and Greeting:  
God, thank You for showing us over and over, in myriad ways, 

that You care for us. 
 

Even as Christ walked the earth in human form, 
He healed ailments, 

brought life where death seemed imminent, 
cured diseases, 

welcomed little children, 
offered food for body and soul. 

 
We are afflicted by so many sorrows and discomforts, 

but You know them all. 
We are brought low by various circumstances and particulars, 

but You care about them all. 
 

We suffer most when we distance ourselves from You. 
We suffer most when we forget You. 

Out of the depths we cry to You, God. 
Nothing about us goes unnoticed by You. 

 
The steadfast love of God never ceases, 

Your mercies never come to an end; 
They are new every morning; 

Great is Your faithfulness. 
 

You have taken off our sackcloth and clothed us with joy; 
You have turned our mourning into dancing, 

so that our souls may praise You and not be silent. 
O LORD our God, we will give thanks to You forever. 

Family of God, it is with joy that I greet you all in the Name of God our Shelter.  
I greet you in the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
† Scripture Reading and Sermon: “Where are You Going to Run to, Where are You Going to 

Hide?” Ps. 27:1b. 
Good morning to all. Especially during this time, let’s be honest with each other, we all look for a place to 
hide. We all have places we run to. We all search for shelter. We do this because we have all experienced, 
at various times and in many different ways, the danger of life in a fallen world.  
 
Living in lockdown, trying to live our best lives during a global pandemic, trying to keep ourselves safe 
from an invisible virus. This world, broken by sin, really is a dangerous place. There are many dangers. 
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There is the danger of being sinned against. Most of our experience of being sinned against, takes 
place in the mundane little moments of everyday life.  

• Maybe you are nursing the wounds from something someone said to you.  

• Maybe you are dealing with the hurt of what someone did to you.  

These are not really big things, but they unsettle you and make you wonder whom you can trust. 
 
But being sinned against isn’t always so mundane.  

• Perhaps you have been hospitalized from injuries from a mugging or accident.  

• Maybe you are dealing with the devastation of an unfaithful spouse.  

• Maybe you have lost your job as the result of the lies of someone who envied your position.  

There is no way of matriculating through this fallen world without being sinned against by someone at 
some time. 
 
There is the danger of living in a world that doesn’t operate as was intended.  

• We live in a world where things like racism, materialism, corrupt government, and war alter the 

lives of many.  

• We live in a world where disease and pollution are virtually inescapable.  

• We live in a world where earthquakes, hurricanes, and tsunamis are present realities.  

The brokenness of the environment in which we live touches us all. 
 
There is the danger of temptation and spiritual warfare. You and I really do live in a world where an 
Evil One exists. There really is a cosmic battle going on. There is an enemy who wants to plant deceit, 
division, destruction, and death anywhere he can.  
 
You and I have never experienced even one day that has been free of seductive lies being whispered in 
our ears and seductive visions being held before our eyes. Temptation assaults all around and wears us 
down; such is life in the fallen world. 
 
There is the danger that you are to yourself. Sin reduces all of us to fools.  

• It makes right look wrong to us, and wrong look right.  

• It makes us want to live more for the moment than for long-term gain.  

• Sin makes us self-absorbed and self-focused.  

• It causes us to be self-excusing and self-atoning.  

• It makes us defensive and self-protective.  

• It causes us to opt for individuality rather than community.  

The danger of the fallen world isn’t only around us; it’s inside us as well. 
 
So, when you have been wounded by the dangers of this broken world, where do you run to for refuge? 
When you are perceptive enough to see the danger coming, where do you run to for protection? When 
you are exhausted with the difficulty of the journey, where do you turn for rest and retreat?  

• Do you run to other people, hoping that they will be your personal messiah?  

• Do you run to food, numbing your mind with the edible glories of creation?  

• Do you run to YouTube or your iPod, hoping to distract yourself out of your pain?  

• Do you drink more than you should or bury yourself in busyness? 

 
The problem is that these things were never designed to be a place of refuge for you. When you seek 
these things as your shelter, you will always be disappointed because their solace is temporary, and they 
have no ability to heal the soul.  
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But there is another thing: they always end up addicting you and, in so doing, hurt you as well. Take food, 
for instance. It gives me very quickly diminishing comfort, so I soon need more. You can see how co-
opting food for comfort can end in a cycle of addiction. 
 
You’re going to run, and you’re going to hide. Here is what you need to understand: there is only one 
true place of shelter. We read in Psalm 27: 
“The Lord is my fortress, protecting me from danger, so why should I tremble?” (Psalm 27:1b)  
 
The Lord really is the world’s only reliable stronghold.  

• He has the power to protect you, and he has the grace to restore your soul.  

• He gives strength to the weary and returns the joy of the broken.  

• He is able to renew you, body and soul.  

• Heaven and earth obey his commands.  

• He is the shelter of shelters, the only safe place to hide.  

• He delights in holding you in the hollow of his hand.  

• He takes joy in covering you in the shadow of his wing. 

 
Today you will run to something. Today you will hide somewhere. Why not, this time, run to the Lord? So, 
take a moment to ask yourself honestly: 

• When you’re in danger or feeling discouraged, where do you tend to run? 

• Where, right now, in the time of Covid19 and everything else it causes, does your soul need 

rest? What would it look like to find it in the Lord?  

 
† Prayer 

God of love,  
You are for us, what can ever be against us?  

Nothing can separate us from Your love.  
Even when we have trouble and calamity  

and are in mortal danger,  
we can rest in Your compassion.  

No power in the skies above,  
the earth below –  

nothing in all of creation  
can separate us from Your loving care for us.  

Thank You for being our shelter in every storm.  
Amen. 

 
† Benediction (Amen)  

Whatever we face, we do not face it alone. 
Wherever we go, we do not journey alone. 
However we suffer, we do not bear it alone. 

Whoever we are and wherever we go and however we journey, 
we go in peace, in hope, and in faith 

for we go with Christ, who always goes with us. 
Go… 

(+) In the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 


